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and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 
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(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/G BOO/00620 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 



1 ,3-6 as originally filed 

2 as received on 03/03/2001 with letter of 03/03/2001 
Claims, No.: 

1-6 as received on 03/03/2001 with letter of 03/03/2001 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 
H claims Nos. 5, 6. 

because: 

H the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 
see separate sheet 

□ the description, claims or drawings {indicate particular elements beloW) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-4 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-4 
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No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-4 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Item III 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

1). Claims 5 and 6 relate to schemes, rules or methods of playing games and do not 
require international preliminary examination, see Rule 67.1 (iii). 



Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1). Claims 1-4 fulfil the requirements of Article 33(1) to (4) PCT, as set out below: 
Field of the invention: 

The invention relates to an apparatus for playing a game comprising a pack of 
playing cards. 

Closest prior art: 

A conventional set of cards 

Object: 

To provide the possibility of playing enhanced games. 
Solution: 

Due to the fact that a number of the playing card backs possess markings that are 
coordinated with the face designs, it is possible to form a different set based on 
the markings found on the back the back of the cards, whereby the above object 
can be achieved. 

None of the known prior art documents discloses the distinguishing features of the 
invention. 

Industrial applicability: 

The invention is considered to be industrially applicable. 
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variety of other cards, or may have its own particular role in 
the game played* 



The identical back sides of the cards in a pack are identical 
5 predominantly in order that a card player may hold the cards, 
usually in a single hand and fanned out, with the identical 
backs visible to the other players and the different face 
designs visible only to the player holding the cards. Since the 
other players can see the backs, the backs all need to be 
10 identical in order that the other players cannot detect what 
cards the player holding the cards is holding. 

This arrangement of identical backs is effectively necessary for 
competitive card playing games (especially where the game is 
15 played for pecuniary gain) , but is not of any particular value 
in games played for entertainment. 

US-A-4428582 discloses apparatus for educational games in the 
form of a pack of cards with letters on their faces and numbers 
20 on their backs, each letter being paired with each number once, 
so no two cards are the same, but each letter appears on the 
faces of several (usually 3, 4 or 5) cards. Such a pack may be 
used to play a variety of letter or number games, but cannot be 
used to play any standard card games. 

25 

I have now found that a variety of entertaining games may be 
produced by constructing a set of playing cards with the face 
sides bearing their conventional, or relatively conventional, 
set of markings and the backs bearing differing designs, but 

30 which are coordinated with the designs on the faces in a 

predetermined fashion. The precise fashion may depend upon the 
nature of the game to be played with the cards. Thus, the 
distinguishing feature of packs of playing cards according to my 
invention is that the coordination of two or more designs on the 

35 backs of two or more cards correlates with a coordination of the 
designs on the faces of those cards, in accordance with an 
appropriate set of predetermined design criteria. 

Within this general concept, a very wide variety of new types of 
40 packs of playing cards can be devised. By way 
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CLAIMS 



1. Apparatus for playing a game comprising a pack of 
playing cards having a set of differentiated face designs 
5 on the playing card faces being a conventional or 

substantially conventional set of playing card markings; 
rules to determine the method of game play; and 
characterised in that a number of the playing card backs 
possess markings that are coordinated with the face designs 
10 found on the playing cards to enable the formation of a 
different type of set based on the markings found on the 
playing card backs, as determined by the rules of game 
play, 

15 2. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 1 wherein the markings 
on the playing card backs comprise an outer portion 
identical on each card and an inner portion coordinated 
with face designs found on the playing cards. 

20 3. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 1 or 2 wherein the 

markings on each of the playing card backs can be selected 
from the group comprising: 

1) a selected sentence or group of sentences of a poem 
25 to be arranged in a set to form a completed poem; 

2) selected frames of a cartoon strip to be arranged 
in a set to form the completed cartoon strip; 

30 3) selected images to be arranged in a set to form a 

completed image of a commercial product. 

4. Apparatus according to any one of Claims 1 to 3 
wherein the pack comprises 52 cards and the face markings 



BIBBED 9 * 0 



- 8 - 



are four suits of ace to king markings. 

5. Apparatus as claimed in any of the preceding Claims 
wherein the rules dictate inter alia that the playing cards 
5 are dealt out face down in a conventional manner to each 

player in rotation one card on top of another to completely 
obscure the markings on the previous dealt card* 

6« Apparatus as claimed in any of the preceding Claims 
10 wherein the rules inter alia dictate that scoring during 
the course of game play is dependent not only upon the 
number of tricks that a player collects at the end of a 
round (determined by the face design of the playing cards), 
but also on how many of the completed sets (based upon the 
15 markings on the backs of the cards) are formed during each 
of the tricks at the end of a round. 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
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FOR FURTHER see Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
. ^ . (Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 

ACTION 


International application No. 

PCT/GB 00/00620 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

22/02/2000 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 


Applicant 

WOOD, Ramsay 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 1 8. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 3 sheets. 

|X] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
' — ' Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 
| | contained in the international application in written form. ■■ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished; 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 



2. 
3. 



["XT] Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
| | Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 

With regard to the title, 

[X] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

[X] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box 111. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 

[ | as suggested by the applicant . [X] None of the figures. 

| | ' because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the. invention. 
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1. fx"] Claims Nos.: 4-5 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely; 

Rule 39.1(iii) PCT - Scheme, rules and method for playing games 



2. Claims Nos.: ■ ■ B . . . 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 

an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Claims Nos.: . . » , _ . ~ A , ^ 
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



□ As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
searchable claims. 



2. | | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. I 1 As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
I 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. | | No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 
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j | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 
j j No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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PLAYING CARDS 

This invention relates to playing cards and, in 
particular, to bifunctional packs of playing cards which 
5 may be used to play a variety of entertaining and 
stimulating card games as well as acting as an 
informative advertising and educational medium, 
compendium or catalogue . 

10 Playing cards have been known for centuries and in a very 
wide variety. A pack of playing cards conventionally 
consists of a set of individual cards of which one side 
of each card (the back) is identical throughout the pack, 
the other side of each card (the face) bearing one among 

15 a variety of different designs. The classical "standard 
playing card" pack consists of fifty-two cards where the 
fifty two different face designs consist of four "suits", 
conventionally called clubs, diamonds , hearts and spades, 
and where each suit (of thirteen cards) has a number or 

20 character associated with it, conventionally ace, two to 
ten, Jack, Queen and King. Additionally, some playing 
card games require extra cards having a special symbol on 
them (conventionally called a Joker) which, according to 
the rules of the game being played, may substitute for a 
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variety of other cards, or may have its own particular 
role in the game played. 

The identical back sides of the cards in a pack are 
5 identical predominantly in order that a card player may 
hold the cards, usually in a single hand and fanned out, 
with the identical backs visible to the other players and 
the different face designs visible only to the player 
holding the cards. Since the other players can see the 
10 backs, the backs all need to be identical in order that 
the other players cannot detect what cards the player 
holding the cards is holding. 

This arrangement of identical backs is effectively 

15 necessary for competitive card playing games (especially 
where the game is played for pecuniary gain), but is not 
of any particular value in games played for 
entertainment. I have now found that a variety of 
entertaining games may be produced by constructing a set 

20 of playing cards with the face sides bearing their 

conventional, or relatively conventional, set of markings 
and the backs bearing differing designs, but which are 
coordinated with the designs on the faces in a 
predetermined fashion. The precise fashion may depend 

25 upon the nature of the game to be played with the cards. 
Thus, the distinguishing feature of packs of playing 
cards according to my invention is that the coordination 
of two or more designs on the backs of two or more cards 
correlates with a coordination of the designs on the 

30 faces of those cards, in accordance with an appropriate 
set of predetermined design criteria. 

Within this general concept, a very wide variety of new 
types of packs of playing cards can be devised. By way 
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of example, the backs of some of the cards (or, of 
course, all of them) may bear words, and the arrangement 
of the words on the backs of the cards may be such that 
when the cards are assembled in accordance with a rule 
applying to the markings on the faces of the cards, the 
wording on the backs of the assembly of cards is 
coordinated, e.g. to construct a sentence or sentences, e 
message of some other sort, or a poem - for example a 
Clerihew, Haiku or some other short form. 



Thus, it is possible, for example, to conceive of a set 
of playing cards with conventional ace to King markings 
on their faces and a series of short lines on their backs 
such that a conventional four-card trick such as is 
15 constructed during the course of a game of Bridge or 

Whist may constitute a quatrain such as a Clerihew, or 
three of them may be arranged to provide a Haiku fitting 
the classical rules for the construction of Haiku. One 
can then envisage scoring being dependent not merely on 
the number of tricks which a player collects at the end 
of a round, but additionally on how many of the sets of 
three or four cards, when assembled in appropriate order 
(e.g. rising or descending card face value) form a 
correctly structured Clerihew or Haiku. A correctly 
structured Clerihew formed from a set of four cards of 
which the face values are not all of the same suit might 
score a bonus . 



In an alternative, sets of cards having face values in 
sequence may have on their backs individual sections of a 
complete poem. In such cases, it is often convenient to 
print, as well as wording, some indication on the backs 
of the cards as to whether a section of text constitutes 
the beginning, ending or middle portion of a poem which 
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can be assembled by collecting a sequence of cards using 
a conventional set of game-playing rules, e.g. that of a 
stock pile and discard pile from which each player may 
pick in turn followed by a discard. 

5 

The coordination on the backs of the cards is not limited 
to text images, but may be, for example, a set of 
pictorial or visual images or mix of graphics, text and 
image which, for example, when assembled in sequence, 

10 could form a short "comic strip" or reflect some other 
pattern, sequence or relationship. Alternatively the 
assembly may be essentially visual with the cards, when 
placed together, showing an overall image made up of a 
number of sub-images, such as one commercial product in a 

15 range of such products. The placement of commercial 
material on the backs of the cards leads to potential 
commercial gain to organisations, companies or 
individuals who use the medium to advertise their 
products or services. Furthermore, the incorporation of 

20 a corporate, educational, governmental or other web site 
address along one edge of each card effectively reminds 
solo or group players 54 times per pack of the specific 
telecommunications link to each organisation's, company's 
or individual's richer store of further detail regarding 

25 the subject matter of each pack, or general information 
about the organisation, company or individual. 



Working on the general basis of coordinating material on 
the backs and coordinating material on the faces of the 
cards, an enormously wide variety of packs of cards may 
be developed with associated "rules for play", with a 
consequent provision of both enjoyment, education (both 
academic and commercial) and amusement to the card 
players . 
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The inter-relationship of the backs and fronts of packs 
of cards in accordance with the present invention may be 
achieved by simple physical sorting of a set of backs on 
to a set of fronts , or it is possible to write relatively 
5 simple and straightforward computer programs to 

distribute the designs for the backs appropriately 
coordinated with the standard designs on the faces. In 
order to provide basic familiarity, it is preferred that 
the designs on the faces are relatively straightforward 
10 standard four suit card designs. 

If it is desired to enable the cards to be used in 
competitive play, the differing designs on the backs of 
the cards may be restricted in area compared to the area 

15 of the entire card back so that a fan of cards shows only 
the back of the endmost one, i.e. the roughly chevron- 
shaped or L-shaped non-overlap areas all look the same. 
Of course, if such cards are dealt out in conventional 
fashion - to each player in rotation, one card on top of 

20 another, face down - a skilled observer can detect in 

which hand cards are, but not very easily. During play, 
the back of the card in the fan furthest from the player 
holding the fan may be easily obscured by the player's 
hand. However, if desired, feats of memory could be part 

25 of the rules of group play, so that the more face values 
a player could correctly memorise and reproduce from the 
differing back texts or images, the higher would be his 
final score, and - if the items so correctly memorised 
were products or educational or other promoted material - 

30 the higher the pleasure of the organisation, company or 
individual whose material is printed on the pack. 

Accordingly, in a specific embodiment, a pack of playing 
cards according to the present invention has a set of 
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differentiated face designs on the card faces and on the 
card backs a set of designs , each consisting of an outer 
portion identical on each card and inner portions which 
differ from card to card and which are coordinated with 
5 the designs on the faces as set out above • 
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CLAIMS 



10 



15 



20 



25 



1. Apparatus for playing a game comprising a pack of 
playing cards having a set of differentiated face designs 
on the playing card faces; rules to determine the method 
of game play; and wherein; a number of the playing card 
backs possess markings that are coordinated with the face 
designs found on the playing cards to enable the 
formation of a different type of set based on the 
markings found on the playing card backs, as determined 
by the rules of game play* 

2 . Apparatus as claimed in Claim 1 wherein the markings 
on the playing card backs comprise an outer portion 
identical on each card and an inner portion coordinated 
with face designs found on the playing cards. 

3. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 1 or 2 wherein the 
markings on each of the playing card backs can be 
selected from the group comprising: 

1) a selected sentence or group of sentences of a 
poem to be arranged in a set to form a completed poem; 

2 ) selected frames of a cartoon strip to be arranged 
in a set to form the completed cartoon strip; 

3) selected images to be arranged in a set to form a 
completed image of a commercial product, 

4 . Apparatus as claimed in any of the preceding Claims 
wherein the rules dictate inter alia that the playing 
cards are dealt out face down in a conventional manner to 
each player in rotation one card on top of another to 
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completely obscure the markings on the previous dealt 
card. 

5. Apparatus as claimed in any of the preceding Claims 
5 wherein the rules inter alia dictate that scoring during 
the course of game play is dependent not only upon the 
number of tricks that a player collects at the end of a 
round (determined by the face design of the playing 
cards), but also on how many of the completed sets (based 
10 upon the markings on the backs of the cards) are formed 
during each of the tricks at the end of a round. 
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